
Franklin Township Trustees 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
Public Hearing Minutes 

 
 
 

At 7:00pm Chairman Scott Swan called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of this hearing is to seek 
board approval for a zoning map amendment to the parcel of land currently known as Oak Knolls Golf Club, 
Inc.  The request for amendment to the zoning map is being made by prospective buyer Davey Tree Company.   
The parcel is currently zoned O-C (open - space conservation) and Davey Tree Company is seeking a change to 
I-1 (Industrial Research and Office). 
 
Mr. Swan opened the floor to public comment, asking anyone who wished to speak to please publicly state 
their full name and address for the record. 
 

1. Judy Spencer – current interim chairman of the township Zoning Commission stated the commission 
had approved the rezoning request.  She also stated that the commission intended to meet again this 
week to remove the industrial allowances – such as trucking terminal and mini storage usage – from 
the verbiage.  Davey Tree also expressed their willingness to enter into a deed restriction agreement 
that would remain with the parcel stating those uses mentioned would not be considered. 

2. Ann Hannah – 2355 Ravenna Road – addressed the board with concerns that the amendment of the 
zoning map here would possibly have a negative impact on the neighboring community and water 
source for Akron Water Supply.  She believes the current O-C zoning provides the necessary green 
buffer to that water supply.  Ms. Hannah also stated that she believes a zoning change would open up 
the opportunity for people to apply for zoning variances despite provisions of a deed restriction 
agreement. 

3. Molly Senter – Davey Tree representative (1500 N. Mantua St.) – read a prepared statement citing the 
formal request for rezoning.  She stated Davey Tree has no intent to sell the parcel; they intend to 
utilize all of the property.  She reiterated her employer’s willingness to submit a Declaration of 
Restrictions on the deed to prohibit above mentioned activities that were concerns raised by area 
residents previously.  Ms. Senter made clear that her employer wants to remain a good neighbor and 
corporate member of the township community. 

4. Sandy Reed – 681 Rustic Knoll – Ms. Reed further explained the intended uses under consideration by 
Davey Tree for the property, which are detailed below.  She did stress that there have not been site 
plans made as of this date. 

 
No other members of the audience came forward for public comment.  Zoning Inspector, Sam Abell, was 
asked to explain the process moving forward.  He stated that should the zoning commission meet again to 
remove the industrial allowances from the amendment that the change would have to go through Portage 
County Regional Planning as well.  This could present an unwanted time delay for the buyer.  Assistant 
Prosecutor, Chris Meduri, was also present and after discussion it was determined that the best option for the 
township and the buyer would be for trustees to create a new district, specific to intended possible uses 
defined by Davey Tree.  Those intended uses include a science and learning center, a research facility, office 
space, a Davey historical center of some kind, or research and specimen planting space for trees, shrubs and 
turf grass.   
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After assurance that the board would not be overstepping boundaries of the Zoning Commission it was 
determined that a new district would be created that removes all industrial allowances stated in the zoning 
map regulations and allow for the office and research activities listed above in this paragraph to proceed.   
 
 
Resolution 2017-09 is a resolution approving zoning map amendments to the parcel currently known as Oak 
Knolls Golf Club, Inc.  A motion to approve the resolution with details specifically contained therein was made 
by Scott Swan, 2nd  Keith Benjamin.  Keith Benjamin voted yes.  Scott Swan voted yes.  Mark Beckwith 
abstained due to ownership of land adjacent to the property in question. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the hearing by Scott Swan at 7:40pm; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees 
voted yes. 
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