
Franklin Township Trustees 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
At 7:00pm Vice Chairperson Ann Hanna called the meeting to order.  Trustee Keith Benjamin was excused due 
to attendance at another meeting and Road Superintendent Jake Biltz was excused due to illness.  Minutes 
from the previous meeting were approved by a motion made by Scott Swan; 2nd Ann Hanna.  Both trustees 
voted yes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Mekal Banyasz – 6556 Westshore Drive – introduced herself to the board and expressed her interest in 
becoming an alternate for the township Zoning Commission.  She grew up a township resident, moved 
out of state for awhile and returned to the township as a resident.  The trustees thanked her for her 
interest and willingness to be of service to her community. 

 Trevor Horsfall – 1705 E. Main St. – asked trustees for approval of temporary signage for his place of 
business, Boost Mobile.  Board approval was given for 30 days use of an A-frame sign on the sidewalk 
in front of the business provided it pose no impediment to pedestrians and a feather sign to be used at 
the road within current guidelines.  Mr. Ciccozzi will follow up and make sure all guidelines are met.  
Fees were waived. 

 Carl and Tammy Wunderle – 893 Gemberling Dr. – expressed their approval with repair work done to 
their driveway apron and thanked the township for the attention given to their concerns. 

 
ZONING REPORT 
Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, a spreadsheet handout 
prepared by assistant zoning inspector, Joe Ciccozzi, was presented to the board for review.  It is a 
comprehensive zoning fee schedule comparison for Franklin Township and neighboring Ravenna Township.  
Franklin Township is in need of revising their fee schedule.  Trustees will take the proposal under advisement 
and will make a decision. 
 
ROAD REPORT 
Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 HomeTown Bank update.  An informal information sharing meeting took place with Keith Benjamin, 
Ken Penix, Lisé Russell, and AP Chris Meduri in attendance representing the township.  This meeting 
was in regard to the bond held by the former Brady Lake Village.  The position of bank representatives 
is to file a suit if necessary to collect the outstanding principle balance of just over $200,000.  The 
township position is such that township funds will not be used to pay for a debt incurred by the village.  
There is some disagreement on who should pay to have the properties appraised.  At this juncture, 
Chris Meduri’s advice would be for the township to pay for an appraisal of the village hall and the three 
small parcels that comprise the parking lot as a good faith gesture.  The township is hesitant to put 
money forth toward reconciling a debt not incurred by Franklin Township in the first place.  The 
discussion will continue. 
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 Local Government Fund Alternate Distribution Formula update – to avoid the Budget Commission’s use 
of the Statutory Formula as put forth in the Ohio Revised Code to distribute the Local Government 
Fund money allocated to Portage County representatives from all of the townships, cities, and villages 
have met repeatedly to hash out a more equitable allocation of funds.  Another meeting will take place 
this week on Thursday.  Keith Benjamin and Lisé Russell will attend.  A final proposal agreed upon by all 
entities is expected.  

 Approved buyers from the sealed bids opened were announced.  The Chevy Tahoe, Ford tractor, 
pontoon boat, Kubota mower and Vermeer brush chipper were all sold. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Resolution 2018-26 appointing Mekal Banyasz as an alternate for the Zoning Commission was 
approved by a motion made by Scott Swan; 2nd Ann Hanna.  Both trustees voted yes. 

 After discussion trustees agreed the township is not interested in renting out space in the old fire 
building on Merrill for motor home/RV storage space. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 A brief summary of what took place at the monthly PCTA meeting by Lisé Russell.  The county health 
department shared information regarding mosquito breeding and the availability of DUNKS to curtail 
such breeding in areas of standing water; discussion was held regarding the Local Government Funding 
formula; candidates on the fall ballot for various offices spoke. 

 Scott Swan read aloud a letter received from Hudson Road resident Dr. Paul Lecat regarding a 
malfunctioning flashing signal on Hudson Road.  The road department is aware.  As soon as ordered 
parts come in it will be repaired. 

 
FINANCES 
Payment of bills, warrants #24209 through #24222, including payment vouchers, totaling $93,067.77 was 
approved by a motion made by Scott swan; 2nd Ann Hanna.  Both trustees voted yes. 
 
At 8:10pm a motion to suspend regular session and enter executive session to conference with legal counsel 
was made by Ann Hanna; 2nd Scott swan.  Both trustees voted yes.  At 8:50pm the executive session ended 
and the regular session was resumed by a motion made by Scott Swan; 2nd Ann Hanna.  Both trustees voted 
yes.  At 8:51pm Ann Hanna made a motion to adjourn; 2nd Scott Swan.  Both trustees voted yes. 
 
 
 
Date ________________________________ Fiscal Officer ________________________________________ 
 
 
Chairman _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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