
Franklin Township Trustees 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

At 7:00pm Chairman Scott Swan called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Mark Beckwith to 

approve the minutes from the previous meeting; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Sgt. Jim Ackland – PCSO representative reported that there were several theft arrests made at 

WalMart and Gabriel Brothers, a meth arrest was made and drug activity is being investigated on 

Hissom Lane; a large party disturbance on Caranor was made and the fatal shooting incident on ST RT 

43 is still under investigation.  Traffic citations have been issued as well. 

 David Zamos – residing at 7448 St. Rt. 43 – updated trustees regarding an ongoing zoning violation.  He 

has a potential buyer for the property in question, pending some negotiating.  Mr. Zamos agreed to 

return to the next meeting and update the board with a timeline on how things will proceed to avoid 

further pursuit of the violation. 

 Calvin Carstensen – 6149 Sixth Ave. – responded to the sheriff’s report given thanking them for their 

presence in the township community.  It is helping the traffic violations in the Kent Park community, 

specifically. 

 

ROAD REPORT 

Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.   Additionally, the City of Kent has 

determined that the first location for dry hydrant installation will be the Merrill boat ramp in Twin Lakes.  

Keith Benjamin asked about the township ditch and culvert pipe replacement policy; what would be resident 

responsibility?  The situation being discussed right now is a sink hole on Ohio Street.  Who pays for the pipe?  

If people want pipe put in they pay for it, have a contractor do it and the township would inspect it.  The board 

asked that Mr. Penix pull the policy and see exactly what the road department is responsible for.  The policy 

should be posted on our website for all residents to see.  Mr. Benjamin recalled that the policy was set 

because there is so much clay pipe and tile in the township.   

 

ZONING REPORT 

Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.  Brady Lake Village zoning inspector, 

RT Mansfield was in attendance at the meeting and introduced to the board.  A public hearing will be held 

June 13, 2017 to hearing a zoning resolution regarding the clarification of short term leasing and rental of 

property not zoned for such.  Mr. Beckwith will forward pictures to Mr. Abell that he has taken of the 

multitude of cars parked in front of a residence on Horning Road that is being looked at as a possible multi-

family rental violation. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

 Mr. Abell was asked to send follow up communication to Mr. Raymond Beck regarding the storage 

buildings he owns on ST RT 43 that are in violation of the maintenance code.  He was to have done 

something about the buildings to address this back in December of 2016. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 There have been a few calls made to the City of Kent fire department by park goers who notice an odor 

of gas and fire and ems have been dispatched.  The trustees have asked that Mr. Penix draft 

communication to the city stating that the township should not be billed for those calls as the well 

does not belong to the township.  Trustees are okay putting up signs with contact information for park 

goers to contact but the township should not be billed for any future calls and should be reimbursed 

for any calls thus far.   

 Trustees decided that we should indeed pursue switching the billing for street lights that are on private 

property to the owner.  Mr. Penix will contact First Energy to get that corrected. 

 Resident Calvin Carstensen asked the trustees to consider replacing signs in Kent Park that inform 

motorists and pedestrians that there is a $500 fine for littering.  He suggested that more community-

friendly worded sign be put up that asks people to refrain from littering.  His thought process is that it 

might encourage people to do the right thing without threat of punishment.  Scott Swan thanked Mr. 

Carstensen again for his commitment to the cleanliness of his neighborhood and his efforts to pick up 

all of that litter.  He believes it is a matter to bring up with the neighborhood association for Kent Park; 

that it would be more appropriate to address new signage at that level and encouraged Mr. Carstensen 

to try and engage others to help.  Mr. Swan also stated that he believes it is important to keep the 

signage throughout the township consistent, and that it is not the township’s responsibility to go 

through each neighborhood in the township and put new signs up.  Mr. Benjamin asked if the board 

would approve the township installing signs that the neighborhood association buys.  He stated that he 

has already asked Jake Biltz to get a price on two signs, to be paid for by Kent Park residents and then 

have the road crew install them.  Mr. Beckwith and Mr. Swan both responded that they would be fine 

with the residents putting signs up on their own as long as they comply with sign guidelines.  Mr. 

Beckwith and Mr. Swan want the signs that exist to stay up.  Any other signage the residents want to 

pursue is up to them and have said all they intend to say about the matter. 

 Mr. Benjamin reported on a meeting he attended for the ST RT 261 Corridor committee.  They are 

developing a five year plan on what to do with that stretch of road that runs through the township.  

The idea is to make it into two lanes.  Mr. Benjamin and resident Paul Organ made a vocal pitch to not 

implement cut in access roads to the Willow Ridge development and Kimberly neighborhood areas. 

 There is an open meeting tomorrow, May 24, 2017 at 5:00pm, with representatives from the state 

auditor’s office, Brady Lake Village, township representatives and anyone else who wants to attend. 
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FINANCES 

 Bills were presented for payment in the form of warrants # 22281 through #22287, including payment 

vouchers, totaling $8,771.95.  A motion to pay bills was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  

All three trustees voted yes.   

 There will be a budget hearing scheduled for June 27, 2017.  A vote will take place at that time on the 

2018 tax budget. 

 

At 8:00pm a motion to adjourn was made my Keith Benjamin; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date _____________________________ Fiscal Officer ____________________________________________ 

 

Chairman ________________________________________________________________________________ 
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