
Franklin Township Trustees 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

At 7:05pm, following a special hearing, Chairman Scott Swan called the regular meeting to order.  A motion was made by 

Mark Beckwith to approve the minutes from the previous regular meeting and a special hearing held May 24, 2017; 2nd 

Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 PCSO Sgt. Scott Ulsenheimer address the board noting that traffic citations are up leading to a reduction in 

speeding and running stops.  He also reported the sheriff’s office has seen a significant decrease in opiate 

overdose calls and the necessary use of NARCAN.  He would like to hope the trend continues.  Keith Benjamin 

asked that by the next meeting Sgt. Ulsenheimer provide statistics on the traffic stops vs. citations ratio for the 

township over the last several weeks.  The board also notified Sgt. Ulsenheimer of pending road closures and 

detours due to the commencement of Hudson Road Phase III. 

 John Campbell – Store Manager at WalMart located at 2600 SR 59 – explained to the board about confusion in 

temporary signs that were put up at that location.  A permit was mistakenly applied for and subsequently 

approved by Ravenna Township for the signs.  They are down now and not expected to be put back up. 

 Al Barber – 7531 Diagonal Road – addressed the board as a representative for the Twin Lakes Association and 

stated that the association had approved expenditures in the amount of $1500.00 to be used in helping with the 

installation of three dry hydrants in the areas they have deemed the most needed.  All are on West Twin Lake due 

to regular hydrant access being more readily available on East Twin Lake.  They express that they will need 

assistance in weed and overgrowth control at two of these points.  The TLA is happy to work with Jake Biltz and 

Tim Benner. 

 

ROAD REPORT 

Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  Additionally the topic of installing an adequate 

ventilation system at the maintenance garage should be considered to reduce fumes and other possible safety concerns 

caused by welding and other activities.  The approximate cost would be $3500-$4000.  Mr. Biltz stated that the seasonal 

hire, Colton Abell, has been a good match and is working out well. 

 

ZONING REPORT 

Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.   

 

FIRE REPORT 

Submitted as written by Tim Benner and is attached to the official record.  Additionally noted is that the management 

company of Carnegie Company on behalf of Meadowview Square has not been cooperative with Mr. Benner in 

addressing issues with the fire alarm system issues.  Mr. Benjamin asked about an excessive number of dispatched calls to 

a private address located in the township.  Mr. Benner responded that he has looked at the narratives attached to the call 

report and it is noted that all but one of these calls have not resorted in transport but are for lift assistance.  The township 

will explore options available to offer assistance in helping to alleviate the need for excessive calls 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 The township ditch piping policy is now posted on the website and available for any resident interested in its 

contents. 

 Action on the sidewalk extension at the SE corner of SR 59 and Rhodes Rd. is on hold while we wait for some 

responses from ODOT and Joe Bodnar. 
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 With the approval of Resolution 2017-20 at the preceding special hearing the zoning department will address any 

short term rental or leasing taking place at the Mark Moore property located at 7521 SR 43.  This would 

commence thirty days after tonight’s approval. 

 Mr. Benjamin asked if there was any update on the status of soil testing at the property located next to Phillips 

Park.  Mr. Penix will check into it.  Mr. Benjamin also expressed an interest in investigating the plausibility of 

using that location as a dog park if the township does decide to accept it and extend the fence surrounding the 

park. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. Abell has sent a letter notifying the property owner located at the corner of Roc Marie and Powdermill that a 

sight line blockage by shrubbery is a zoning violation. 

 A motion was made by Scott Swan to appoint Lisé Russell to represent the township on a committee of Portage 

County townships, villages, and cities to set up an alternative formula for the distribution of undivided local 

government funding through the Portage County Budget Commission; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees 

voted yes. 

 Mr. Penix was given the approval to move forward with plans to secure the first floor during times of public 

meetings upstairs.  Keys will be made for employees who need to open administration offices that will now be 

kept locked.  A key will be made and kept upstairs to allow anyone needing access to the restroom via the lift. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Trustees discussed the emails and calls received by the office and garage from residents confused about the new biweekly 

recycling pickup schedule.  Bill Steiner from PCSW is addressing the communication snafu and encouraging all county 

residents to subscribe to their e-newsletter.  Also, the township’s website has a pickup schedule that runs through 2017.  

Also, Mr. Benjamin would like to meet with the county commissioners as soon as possible to discuss the pending merge 

of Brady Lake Village and the township and discuss details.  He expressed his opinion that the township decline 

acceptance of the lake due to the potential liability.  This prompted Scott Swan to ask Sgt. Ulsenheimer to begin 

investigating additional costs for the extra patrol hours needed to cover the village area.  Trustees expressed they are not 

interested in a township police department. 

 

FINANCES 

 Budget hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at 7:00pm 

 Resolution 2017-21 is a resolution approving the transfer of $50,000 from the JEDD Fund to the Fire Fund for the 

purpose of payment for contracted services.  A motion to approve was made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  

All three trustees voted yes. 

 Bills were presented for payment in the form of warrants # 22288 through $22335, including payment vouchers, 

totaling $88,386.38.  A motion to approve the payment of bills was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Scott Swan.  All 

three trustees voted yes. 

At 8:25pm a motion to adjourn was made Keith Benjamin; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

 

Date ________________________________ Fiscal Officer ________________________________________________ 

 

Chairman ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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