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Franklin Township, Portage County 
Zoning Commission Hearing 

October 24, 2019 
 

Members Present:  Chair Mary Organ, Judy Spencer, Teresa Mullett, Alternate Doug 
Hiestand, and Alternate Al Barber observed. 
  
Others:  Jenny August, Administrative Assistant.   
 
Call to Order:   
Mrs. Organ called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  She informed the Commissioners that 
tonight’s hearing is a multi-family housing development rezoning request for Burnett Road.  
She introduced the members of the Commission and explained the procedures of the 
meeting.  Unfortunately, neither of our Zoning Inspectors was able to be here. 
  
Discussion Topics: 
 
Rezoning Request for Multi-Family Housing Development on Burnett Road 
Mr. Brent and Mr. Martin Mehall explained to the Commissioners that they are requesting 
R-4 zoning for their Burnett Road parcels to build high end apartments, not student 
housing.  They would be targeting Grad students, young professionals, even 55+ empty 
nesters. These apartments will be unfurnished, have granite counter tops, iron railings on 
the balconies, laundry facilities in each apartment. The facility will provide for general 
resident use a clubhouse/lounge, a pool, and a dog park. There will be onsite management 
and maintenance personnel.  They will rent for $900-$1200 per month.  They are all 1-2 
bedrooms, ranging in size from 750 sq ft to 1150 sq ft.  These apartments will not be 
geared towards students.  The tenant will pay all utilities, and have them put in their own 
name.  Apartments will be inspected quarterly to ensure there are no more than two 
occupants per bedroom.  Everyone living there must be on the lease.  The Mehall’s 
attorneys will make certain that Franklin Township zoning/occupancy laws are followed.   
 
Each of 6 buildings will have 24 apartments (144 total units), three stories tall (30-35 feet) 
with no elevators. There will be 270 outdoor surface free parking spaces.  There will also 
be 42 garage parking spaces available for an additional fee. There are no basements. 
They are heated by natural gas and have electric appliances.  Water and sewer is 
available on Summit St., so the developer will connect to it—each unit will have a 
$20/month water/sewer fee in addition to the monthly rent.  There is a small natural pond 
on the property for drainage already, but it will be expanded to contain more water.  Mr. 
Mehall said they have done soil borings and wetland mitigation on the property.  There are 
no concerns from the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
Mrs. Spencer asked why they would not want R-3 zoning.  Mr. Mehall said there are subtle 
differences in the code, and also R-3 is conditional zoning.  Mrs. Organ asked if they have 
considered sharing the cost of emergency services with the township.  Mr. Mehall said 
they agreed to it in a previous application, but he does not think it is fair that other 
apartment buildings are not sharing the cost, but the township would ask them to. 
 
Mrs. Organ asked if there was anyone from the audience that would like to speak to this.  
Mr. Mark Seaholtz said he owns the neighboring duplexes and parcels. He has no 
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objection to this housing development going in, but he wants to make sure that his parcels 
remain C-1.  He thinks this project will compliment what he would like to do downstream. 
 
Mrs. Organ would feel more comfortable seeing the traffic study, the wetlands study, and 
also hearing about the setback requirements from our Zoning Inspectors.   She is also 
interested in speaking to the Trustees about the EMS charges.  Additionally, she is 
concerned that an R-4 Zoning would allow more height.  Mr. Mehall said they are willing to 
sign a restricted covenant or conditional zoning that would restrict the buildings to 35 feet 
in height.  He stated that it would be restricted to these parcels and would remain with the 
property. Mrs Organ stated that she was unsure of whether the Zoning Commission would 
be allowed to put “conditions” on a permitted use, and stated that she would like to check 
on that with either a township trustee or Ken Penix, township administrator. 
 
Mrs. Spencer moved to table this hearing until the November 21st meeting and would like 
to see the traffic study, the wetlands study, setbacks, spot zoning conditions, and discuss 
EMS fees with the Trustee’s.  Mrs. Mullett seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted 
aye.  Mr. Mehall said they are always available for questions until the next month’s 
hearing. 
 
Minutes: 
Mrs. Spencer moved to accept the minutes as presented from the September 26, 2019 
meeting.  Mrs. Mullett seconded.  All Commission members voted yes except Mr. Hiestand 
who abstained. The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Tonight’s Hearing will be continued until November 21, 2019  
 
Adjournment:  Mrs. Spencer moved to adjourn at 8:45 with a second from Mrs. Mullett.  
All Commission members voted yes. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jenny August, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Approved: 
 
______________________________________ 
Mary Organ, Zoning Commission Chair 


