
Franklin Township Trustees 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
Special Meeting Minutes 

 
 
At 5:02pm Chairman Scott Swan called the special meeting to order.  He stated the purpose of the meeting was for 
discussion of the pending dissolution of Brady Lake Village and its attachment to Franklin Township.   Present at the 
meeting were all elected Franklin Township officials and administrative employees, Zoning Inspector Sam Abell, Dave 
Thompson and Nita Hendryx of the Auditor of Local Government Services, Brady Lake Village Clerk Ethel Nemeth, Brady 
Lake Village Mayor Hal Lehman, Assistant Prosecutor Chris Meduri, Tom Mullen, Brady Lake Village solicitor and 
fourteen audience members residents of Franklin Township and Brady Lake Village. 
 
Scott Swan stated background meeting information gathered from a previous meeting with village, township, and 
auditor representatives. He stated for the record that no decisions were made at that meeting, just information 
gathered. 
 
Chris Meduri then opened discussion with some background on the status of the village at the time of the dissolution 
vote on May 2, 2017.  Brady Lake Village has been in existence for over 90 years.  In 1993 an ordinance was passed by 
sitting council members to petition the Portage County Commissioners for recognition as Brady Lake Township.  This was 
done in order to make adjustments in what voters could and could not vote on – levies, elected officials, etc. – in 
surrounding Franklin Township.   Commissioners at the time approved the ordinance and recognized the area as Brady 
Lake Township.  It was on paper only, in other words no officials were elected and no business was conducted in the 
name of Brady Lake Township.  The result of this ordinance approval has made the dissolution of Brady Lake Village, and 
its subsequent anticipated absorption into Franklin Township, an unprecedented situation.   
 
As stated by Mr. Meduri, if Brady Lake Township remains on paper when the village dissolves and surrenders corporate 
powers upon vote certification, then it will revert to Brady Lake Township and the transition process will become a much 
more drawn out process.  Mr. Meduri set forth a proposal for the quickest possible solution.  He suggested that Brady 
Lake Village council call an immediate special meeting for the purpose of drafting legislation that will ask the 
commissioners to reverse that 1993 decision establishing a Brady Lake Township on paper.  If approved by 
commissioners it would clear the path for the village dissolution and transition into Franklin Township. 
 
Mr. Dave Thompson will seek a legal opinion as to the legality of any extension of the time frame as posed in the Ohio 
Revised Code for the submission of the Board of Election’s certification of the May vote.  It will take time for the village 
council to meet and have the required readings for an ordinance to pass asking commissioners to reverse the 1993 
decision.  Both Ethel Nemeth and Mayor Hal Lehman stated they would expect the ordinance to pass council by a 
majority vote with no opposition due to the village’s ability to sustain itself financially.  As a township they would receive 
even less revenue than they do now. 
 
At this point in the discussion several residents in attendance asked questions or commented on the proceedings thus 
far. 
 

 Rob Swauger – 5479 Camp Road – asked what the specific time frame is that Ethel Nemeth has to submit the 
vote certification to the secretary of State.  He also asked Mr. Thompson if any kind a special circumstance 
would be allowed by the state to extend the time it would take to seek legislation reversing the 1993 decision 
creating the Brady Lake Township.  Mr. Thompson responded that the proposal from Mr. Meduri seems 
reasonable and attainable and would seek legal answers as soon as the morning after the meeting. 

 Tom Mullen – solicitor for the village asked if there would be any objection from council and representatives 
there stated they believed not. 
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 Terry McMillan – 6205 Washington asked how soon the 3 reading requirement could be met by council, 
suggesting the 3 readings be done in a week’s time of possible. 

 
Franklin Township trustees, Dave Thompson, Tom Mullen and Chris Meduri all determined that drafting of a Declaration 
of Action to the commissioners and Portage County court be started immediately and that Brady Lake representatives 
schedule the three required special emergency meetings as soon as possible.  Meetings can be canceled in the event of 
a legal opinion being rendered that no time extension can be granted to achieve Mr. Meduri’s proposal.   
 
Chairman Scott Swan then asked for final thoughts from all present.  Mr. Thompson stated that he was pleased with the 
plan set forth by Mr. Meduri and thinks it reasonable and attainable.   No other comments were made and discussion 
ended there. 
 
At 5:50pm a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted 
yes. 
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