
Franklin Township Trustees 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

At 7:00pm Chairman Mark Beckwith called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Mark Beckwith to name Scott 

Swan as the Chairman for 2017; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes.  A motion was made by Keith Benjamin  

to approve the minutes from the December 13, 2016 meeting; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Sgt. Scott Ulsenheimer – PCSO 8240 Infirmary Road in Ravenna – reported on parking violations/citations, a 

slight rise in party related disorderly conduct and damage calls at the student housing complexes, and a 

decrease in violent crime in the township. 

 Ron Nichols – 1515 South Blvd – wished the board a Happy New Year and extended his gratitude for all the 

trustees have done for the residents of Franklin Township.  He also expressed his thanks to and compliments for 

the road crew on their snow and ice removal during recent snow events.  Mr. Nichols wanted trustees to be 

aware of oil pooling on Addie Street; it appears to be originating from a catch basin.  Jake Biltz will look into the 

matter. 

 

ZONING REPORT 

Two reports were submitted by Sam Abell and are attached to the official record.  One is for the period of time between 

now and the last meeting; the other is a 2016 year end report.  An item on the report prompted a discussion of AIRBNB.  

Mr. Abell and trustees agree that the township should solidify the definition of short term rentals and set guidelines on 

how the township will address it when owners advertise their properties as vacation or leasing opportunities in Franklin 

Township. 

 

ROAD REPORT 

Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Mr. Biltz stated his opinion that the 

township must soon replace a truck.  Backup trucks/snowplows are in constant need of major repair and he does not 

want to be caught with a fleet unable to plow during a snow event.  Mr. Benjamin asked him to take a good look at 

repair costs, not maintenance expenses, and present that information at his earliest convenience.  In the meantime, the 

township will investigate options for funding such a purchase and look at levy renewal versus replacement.  Also, a 

motion was made by Keith Benjamin to proceed with the purchase of a zero turn mower and new trimmers to facilitate 

in the road crew taking over the responsibility of mowing at the parks; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted yes.  

This will end up saving the township approximately $6,500 annually in contracted services expenses. 

 

FIRE REPORT 

Submitted by Tim Benner and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Mr. Benner expressed sincere gratitude 

and congratulations upon the road crew for their help during the recent barn fire on Seasons Road.  Violations at Larry’s 

Riding Stables, Schneller, and LeTerraza (in addition to false fire alarms) continue to consume much of his time, as do 

site plan reviews. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

Trustees discussed a parcel of property that is adjacent to Phillips Park and has been offered as a donation to the 

township.  It was decided that the cost of soil testing should be determined to see if it is worthwhile to accept the 

parcel.  A sizable junkyard was kept on the property for some time and concerns were raised about what might have 

leached into the soil. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 The City of Kent Fire Department inventory and breakfast went very well.  The township-owned equipment was 

in good condition and the firefighters on duty very helpful in demonstrating how it is put to use.  The city is 

looking to replace a fire truck in the next five to six years. 

 Keith Benjamin asked Mr. Biltz if there was any update on the installation of dry hydrants in the township.  Mr. 

Biltz responded that the city has applied for a grant and is awaiting notification. 

 

FINANCES 

 First National Bank has sent an offer letter to move township banking there.  The return on interest would be a 

significant increase in the amount of interest earned.  After discussion, the trustees agreed that First National 

Bank should be investigated as an option after determining acceptable ratings and that Hometown Bank be 

notified and given the opportunity to discuss options. 

 Resolution 2017-01 is a resolution authorizing the transfer of $150,000 from the JEDD Fund to the Fire Fund for 

the purpose of payment for contracted fire and ems services.  A motion was made by Mark Beckwith to approve 

the transfer; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 A motion was made by Mark Beckwith to pay bills presented; warrants numbered 22099 through 22137, 

including payment vouchers, totaling $106,058.49; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

At 8:21 the regular meeting was suspended by a motion from Mark Beckwith to enter Executive Session for the purpose 

of discussing personnel; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes.  At 8:31 regular session resumed.  A motion was 

made by Keith Benjamin stating that retroactive to January 1, 2017, Ken Penix would be issued 3 weeks of paid vacation 

and it would recur annually; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was then 

made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

 

 

 

Date _________________________ Fiscal Officer ________________________________________________________ 

 

Chairman ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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