
Franklin Township Trustees 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

At 7:00pm Chairman Scott Swan called the meeting to order.  Trustee Mark Beckwith and Road 

Superintendent Jake Biltz were both excused from the meeting.   The minutes from our previous meeting were 

accepted by a motion made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  Both trustees voted yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Ron Nichols – 1515 South Blvd. – publically thanked the trustees for the valuable mosquito control 

information they shared.  Mosquito repellant pellets are distributed through the Portage County Health 

Department and some were given to area residents at the previous meeting.  They were very pleased. 

 

ROAD REPORT 

Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  In his absence, the report was read 

aloud by Scott Swan. 

 

FIRE REPORT 

Submitted as written by Tim Benner and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Mr. Benner stated that 

the City of Kent will accept the file cabinets that hold Brady Lake Village fire records and that he will go 

through them and dispose of as directed by the township’s records retention policy.  Also, Mr. Benner stated 

that he has followed up with a former village resident whose property is landlocked and hard to access in case 

of a fire emergency.  Mr. Benner will continue to assist this resident and make sure his property is fully 

accessible to all emergency equipment that might be needed.  July and August fire bills were received this day; 

July’s total is $73,732.96 and August’s total is $47,890.88. 

 

ZONING REPORT 

Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, trustees asked that Mr. 

Abell keep up with enforcement of any short term rental or lease property violations that Jenny August 

discovers as she regularly inspects websites that advertise for such, particularly a property on St. Rt. 43 and one 

in Kent Park. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 There is no update on the merge of village and township assets.  The township has cleared the way for 

leaf pickup services to be in place for the Brady Lake area.  The road department will be putting signs up 

throughout the township with the schedule when it is set.  Mr. Abell suggested the sign in front of the 

former village hall be used to notify Brady Lake residents of their pick schedule as well. 

 Keith Benjamin asked for an update on the status of soil testing that is to take place at a property 

located adjacent to Phillips Park and being donated to the township.  Mr. Penix will be asked to pursue 

for a status update. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 There was discussion of discontinuing township issued cell phones for the road crew, with the exception 

of Jake Biltz.  The crew would be asked to utilize their personal cell phones during work hours and be 

available on those cell phones to be called in when needed in exchange for a monthly reimbursement to 

be paid by the township.  There are some concerns and issues that should be further investigated and 

the discussion was tabled for now. 
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 By a motion made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan and a unanimous vote, Trick or Treat was set for 

Franklin Township to take place on Sunday, October 29, 2017 from 3-5pm. 

 Trustees approved the reimbursement for damages to a tire and rim on a vehicle damaged by a pothole 

on Cline Road.  Upon verification of the pothole being in the township, the motorist may be reimbursed 

and Jake Biltz will see that the pothole is repaired as soon as possible. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Mr. Benjamin has been in contact with Brady Lake resident Jake Frankhouser regarding maps and 

lakefront property.   

 Mr. Swan announced upcoming meetings/events open to the public and sponsored by the Mental 

Health and Recovery Board on the heroin and opiate epidemic and mental health first aid training.  All 

three events are scheduled for the end of October into early November.   

 

FINANCES 

 Resolution 2017-37 is a resolution approving the recommendation of an alternative local government 

funding formula to the Portage County Budget Commission that would be in place for a period of ten 

years (2019 through 2028).  The resolution was approved by a motion made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd 

Scott Swan.  Both trustees voted yes. 

 Resolution 2017-38 is a resolution approving a supplemental appropriation to the Gasoline Tax Fund 

in the amount of $80,000 for road repairs and paving, including but not limited to, roads in the Brady 

Lake area.  The resolution was approved by a motion made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  Both 

trustees voted yes. 

 Payment of bills, warrants numbered 22455 through 22465, including payment vouchers, totaling 

$30,282.64 was approved by a motion made by Scott Swan; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  Both trustees voted 

yes. 

At 7:45pm regular session was suspended to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel by a motion 

made by Scott Swan; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  Both trustees voted yes.  At 8:00pm regular session resumed and a 

motion was made by Scott Swan to accept the offered resignation of Board of Zoning Appeals member John 

Zeit; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  Both trustees voted yes. 

 

At 8:02pm the meeting was adjourned by a motion made by Scott Swan; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  Both trustees 

voted yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date _______________________ Fiscal Officer ______________________________________ 

 

Chairman ___________________________________________________________________ 
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