
Franklin Township Trustees 
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
At 7:00pm Chairman Scott Swan called the meeting to order.  The minutes from our previous meeting were accepted by 
a motion from Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Sgt. Scott Ulsenheimer – PCSO – reported that traffic citations and enforcement are up since 2015.  As students 
return to the campus and surrounding areas loitering and disorderly disturbances have shown a slight rise but it 
is anticipated each fall.  The trustees wanted to be on record acknowledging the sheriff’s department presence 
being seen in the former village area and thanked those deputies. 

 Linda Roethermal – 6351 Westshore Drive – addressed the board with questions lakefront property owners 
have concerning the lake.  Several have expressed an interest in purchasing the lake and forming an association 
of some kind.  All three trustees encouraged those residents who own property along Brady Lake to seek 
information on how to begin that process, citing the Twin Lakes Association and the Stewart Lake Association as 
good possible starting places on how they were formed and what it takes to maintain such an association.  
Another resident, Marilyn Knights – 6498 Westshore Drive – stated her desire to so the same.  It was suggested 
that these residents poll all of the possible residents that would be included and then talk to the other above 
mentioned associations and go from there.  The township has no intention of selling the lake or disposing of it in 
some other way without publically opening the issue up for comment and discussion first. 

 Laurel Archer – 6297 Westshore Drive – asked trustees if the former village residents were officially township 
residents now.  Trustees responded that yes, we believe that they are.  Mr. Swan elaborated that the process is 
ongoing – there is an audit to be completed – and that we do not control the timeline.  Ms. Archer stated that 
she and other residents have concerns about where money in the village went and the board explained that we 
have no information about how their finances were managed. 

 Jason Roethermal – 6351 Westshore Drive – thanked the PCSO office for their visible presence in the area and 
thanked the township board for their transparency and sharing all of the information we have up to this point. 

 Jim Sweitzer – 2268 Hudson Road – first thanked the chipping crew in our road department for a job well done 
this round.  He then expressed continued concerns he has about road closures related to the Hudson Road 
construction project.  He reiterated that he wants residents to have access to their homes during construction 
and is concerned about future phases of the reconstruction of this road.  The trustees and the road 
superintendent assured Mr. Sweitzer that every effort is made to maintain local resident access to their homes 
during these road projects and that any closures are deemed necessary by the professionals hired by the 
contract to safely carry these projects out. 

 Aliscia McCoy – 2334 Brady Lake Road – expressed deep concern about the condition of roads that are in dire 
need of repair – particularly Cox Ave.  The board shares her concerns and the township has begun seeking 
financial help from the state in the form of a letter to Senator Ecklund requesting funds and a request to the 
Portage County Engineer, Mickey Marozzi, for an in depth estimate on the cost to bring those roads to a level of 
safety for travel.  Mr. Swan also stated that he wants residents to be aware that the township has taken over the 
provision of services such as mowing, weeding, and park maintenance.  They will see a work crew presence in 
the area. 

 Ann Hanna – 2355 Ravenna Road – posed the question of how the township officials can make themselves 
known and accessible to former village residents now that they have become part of the township.  The Board 
will discuss possibilities such as a meet and greet type evening or other outreach possibilities. 
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FIRE REPORT 
Submitted as written by Tim Benner and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, he asked that the trustees begin 
discussion and consideration of a fees schedule of some kind for re-inspections.  The City of Kent has one and it 
motivates business owners to move toward compliance when there are continued problems and violations at a location. 
 
ZONING REPORT 
Submitted by Sam Abell as written and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Mr. Abell stated that he and Ken 
Penix have been working on drafting a job description for both the zoning inspector position and an assistant zoning 
position. 
 
ROAD REPORT 
Submitted by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Mr. Biltz will submit to Jenny August a crack 
seal list in order to have the website updated with the schedule.  The handrail along the boardwalk at Chase Park is 
scheduled for repair next week and Horning Road is scheduled for a closure next week for a sinkhole repair. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 The purchase of a new paint striping machine at a cost of just over $23,000 was approved by a motion from 
Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 The purchase of a 2017 Work Star snowplow/truck at a cost of just over $157,000 – and an extended warranty -  
was approved by a motion from Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 Results are in for the 2nd quarter JEDD revenue and it stands at $117,615.05. 

 A signed petition was received at the township office by residents asking for a completion date of August 18th for 
the Hudson Road Phase lV project.  The project was finished today. 

 A TREX application was received for a liquor permit to be issued in the Meadowview Square retail space.  
Trustees had no objection to the application.   

 
FINANCES 

 Resolution 2017-30 – a resolution authorizing the county auditor to assess the property now known as 
LeTerraza for false alarm fees in the amount of $2100 incurred in 2016.  The resolution was approved by a 
motion from Mark Beckwith; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 Payment of bills presented since the last meeting – warrants # 22370 through 22402, including payment 
vouchers and totaling $73,891.28 – was authorized for payment by a motion from Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott 
Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 
At 8:40pm a motion was made by Keith Benjamin to suspend the regular meeting and enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing employee compensation; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted yes.  At 9:05pm the regular 
meeting was resumed.  A motion was made by Scott Swan to raise Jake Biltz’s salary to $50,000 annually as his 
anniversary date approaches; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
At 9:10pm a motion to adjourn was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE ___________________________ Fiscal Officer ______________________________________________________ 
 
Chairman _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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