
Franklin Township Trustees 

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

At 7:14pm, following a budget hearing, Chairman Scott Swan called the meeting to order.  A motion was made 

by Keith Benjamin to accept the minutes of our previous regular meeting; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees 

voted yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Sgt. Scott Ulsenheimer reported a theft being investigated at Larry’s Riding Stables; several fireworks 

complaints; 2 drug abuse citations in the WalMart parking lot; several domestic violence dispute calls 

resulting in one arrest; a few shoplifting arrests made at Gabriel Brothers and Acme and 17 traffic 

citations issued.  He also responded to Mr. Swan’s request at the last meeting to give an opinion on what 

extra patrols might be needed to cover the Brady Lake area once the annexation is complete.  Sgt. 

Ulsenheimer believes it will not place a significant burden on the township financially because his 

deputies are already familiar with the area and have been covering patrols there in the evenings and 

through the nights all along.  Mr. Benjamin asked if the department had been contacted by either the 

village or the state about the contents of the Brady Lake evidence room.  Sgt. Ulsenheimer has no 

knowledge of contact made but stated it would likely be handled through the state BCI. 

 Traci Monteneri – 7632 Westlake Blvd. – asked the sergeant if there are any soft/air gun restrictions in 

place.  He responded no, there are not. 

 Ron Nichols – 1515 South Blvd. – addressed the board with concerns about the change to biweekly 

recycling pickup and the lack of communication to residents about its implementation.  He also 

expressed his opinion that residents should receive a reduction in rates due to the reduction in services.  

Mr. Swan relayed information garnered from discussions he has had with Bill Steiner from PCSW and 

Gene Roberts of Portage County.  He also stated that Mr. Steiner had attended a township meeting to 

discuss the pending changes earlier in the year.  The county had anticipated increased costs to residents 

of Franklin Township, as there have been none since the inception of the curbside recycling program 

here and their costs have been rising.  Also residents had expressed concerns about the size of the 

containers being too big to fill weekly.  Trustees also reiterated to those in attendance that the township 

receives $15,000+ from the fees paid by residents back from the county annually to help with our leaf 

pickup program.  Mr. Steiner is aware and in agreement that communication to residents was not 

adequate and is taking steps to rectify that.  A letter is being mailed to every resident. 

 Mr. Zamos – a property owner on South Blvd. – addressed the board stating he has an interested tenant 

for the property currently under zoning violation.  He will keep trustees updated. 

 

ROAD REPORT 

Submitted as written by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, trustees authorized the 

extended rental of a mini excavator to assist the road crew in jobs through the next two weeks.  A motion was 

made to okay the extended rental by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes.  The cost is 

approximately $800.  Mr. Benjamin also asked Mr. Biltz to get a 2nd quote for the installation of a ventilation 

system at the garage.  Mr. Beckwith asked that the road crew take a look at a large leaning tree at Westlake and 

Greenwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 2 

 



 

ZONING REPORT 

Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Trustee approval was given to send a letter approved by Chris Meduri to both the owners and the 

residents of property located at 6240 First Ave. for the excessive number of 911 calls made and then 

billed to the township. 

 Trustees have asked for a meeting with the Portage County Commissioners prior to their decision on the 

dissolution of Brady Lake Village. 

 Trustees have decided that seeking permission in writing from the Orion Group (owners of the Alpha 

Drive property that intersects SR 59) and then providing the necessary signage and pavement painting 

ourselves to ensure pedestrian and motorist safety at that intersection is the best avenue to pursue.  Mr. 

Penix will contact the Orion Group. 

 The township is awaiting information forthcoming from NDS and costs involved for necessary soil 

testing at the lot adjacent to Phillips Park before a decision is made to accept the lot by donation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Beckwith reported that stops to businesses at the north end of the township – The Black Iron Grille, The 

Tavern at Twin Lakes, and the Fairways at Twin Lakes were all positive.  All reported that business is good. 

 

FINANCES 

 Lisé Russell reported that the local government formula funding sub-committee met and has a proposal 

in mind to present to the Portage County Budget Commission.  It is population based and a more 

equitable way to disburse local government funds handed down from the state.  This idea will be 

presented to the full committee for discussion. 

 Bills were submitted for payment in the form of warrants # 22301 through 22343, including payment 

vouchers, totaling $23,165.11.  A motion to pay bills was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  

All three trustees voted yes. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:18pm by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date ______________________ Fiscal Officer ________________________________________________ 

 

Chairman ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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