
Franklin Township Trustees 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

At 7:00pm Chairman Scott Swan called the meeting to order.  A motion was made by Mark Beckwith to 
approve minutes from our previous meeting; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes.  Road 
Superintendent Jake Biltz was excused from the meeting due to extended work hours on a Judson Road work 
project. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Annette Petranic – address 754 Perry Avenue in Ravenna – addressed all present as a nominated 
representative to the Kent/Franklin Township JEDD Board.  She is currently the Director of Operations 
at Coleman Professional Services with a background in emergency management and disaster planning 
and also in local government.  Resolution 2017-23 is a resolution appointing Annette Petranic to the 
JEDD board.  Motion to approve the resolution was made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three 
trustees voted yes. 

 Sgt. Scott Ulsenheimer – reported on activity in the township over the last few weeks.  Traffic citations 
issued were 18, transiency is up, thefts from vehicles have been reported and are under investigation 
and a theft at Larry’s Riding Stable is still under investigation as well. 

 Jim Sweitzer – address 7268 Hudson Road – addressed the board with frustration caused by restricted 
access to his home and that of his daughter due to the road closings at Hudson and Judson.  Residents 
were assured that local traffic would be maintained but Judson was completely closed today.  Trustees 
assured him that they would have a conversation with the site manager, Chris Liotta about making sure 
local residents can access their homes and drives.  He also questioned the design and engineering of 
the work being done.  Scott Swan assured him that the work being done is according to specifications 
set forth by professional engineers and has been approved as the most safe and effective way to 
improve the intersection area of Hudson Road. 

 Curtis Pennington – representing Flynn’s Tire at 1897 SR59 – asked for trustees’ approval to advertise 
for their annual tire sale event with a tent and banners.  Approval was granted. 

 Mr. Zamos – 1495 North Blvd. – updated the board with his intent to rent a property that is currently in 
violation of zoning guidelines.  He stated that he is having discussions with the prospective renter 
about what needs done to the structure.  This structure has been vacant for some time.  Sam Abell 
asked him if he would allow the structure to be inspected on the inside.  He stated he would not. 

 
FIRE REPORT 
Submitted as written by Tim Benner and is attached to the official record.  Additionally, Keith Benjamin asked 
him about any progress being made at Schneller regarding their expansion project.  Mr. Benner has been there 
twice recently and they continue to move forward.   
 
ZONING REPORT 
Submitted as written by Sam Abell and is attached to the official record.  Resolution 2017-24 is a resolution 
authorizing the inspection of a property located at 524 Judson Road.  Motion to approve the resolution was 
made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
ROAD REPORT 
Submitted in writing by Jake Biltz and is attached to the official record.  Mr. Biltz was excused from the 
meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
The township received notice in regard to the Burnett Road litigation.  A ruling by the judge for summary 
judgment was issued in favor of the township.  Burnett Road Associates will have a time period for appeal. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 After discussion it was determined that Mark Beckwith would sign the OPWC contract to move forward 
with planning for Hudson Road Phase lV.  The township has been approved for a matching grant of 
$250,000.  If, at a later date, the township’s plans change we can explain the extenuating 
circumstances and let the funding go.  Motion made to move forward by signing the contract was 
made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 Trustees see no need to request a hearing pertaining to the liquor permit transfer at the LeTerrazza 
location. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Resident Ben Galizio sent an email asking that trustees consider asking the Portage County Solid Waste District 
to resume weekly pick up.  After discussion and a general consensus that the majority of residents are satisfied 
with biweekly pickup it was agreed upon by all three trustees to let the current pickup schedule stand. 
 
FINANCES 

 Resolution 2017-25 – a resolution authorizing a supplemental appropriation to the JEDD Fund in the 
amount of $200,000 for the purpose of increased fire and ems services expenses.  Motion to approve 
the resolution was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 Resolution 2017-26 – a resolution authorizing the transfer of $200,000 from the JEDD Fund to the Fire 
Fund for payment of contracted services.  Motion to approve the resolution was made by Scott Swan; 
2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 Resolution 2017-27 – a resolution authorizing a supplemental appropriation to the Permissive Motor 
Vehicle Tax Fund in the amount of $3,000 for the purpose of leave expenses for the road department.  
Motion to approve the resolution was made by Keith Benjamin; 2nd Mark Beckwith.  All three trustees 
voted yes. 

 Payment of bills, warrants # 22297 through 22366, including payment vouchers, totaling $92,497.77 
was approved by a motion from Mark Beckwith; 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees voted yes. 

 
At 8:00pm a motion was made by Keith Benjamin to suspend the regular meeting for the purpose of entering 
Executive Session to discuss personnel; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes.  Sam Abell was asked to 
remain for the session. 
 
At 8:25pm Mark Beckwith motioned to re-enter the regular meeting, 2nd Keith Benjamin.  All three trustees 
voted yes.  A motion was made by Keith Benjamin to advertise for the hiring of a zoning assistant and that Mr. 
Penix work with Mr. Abell to clarify the job description; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
At 8:28pm a motion to adjourn was made by Mark Beckwith; 2nd Scott Swan.  All three trustees voted yes. 
 
 
Date ___________________________ Fiscal Officer _____________________________________________ 
 
Chairman _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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